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Tell Your 
Stories!

WPAs Have Plenty 
of Them



Directed Self-
Placement in 
the University

What a Story!



WAC and 
Wildacres

What a Story!

“My Story of Wildacres,1983–1998” 
Sam Watson



WAC and 
Wildacres

Sam Watson

“This article is largely my story 
of the writing retreats at 
Wildacres, over a sixteen-year 
span—the conditions under 
which they began, the nature of 
the Wildacres place and the 
retreats we held there, the 
reception they met back on the 
university campus. That is the 
story I am telling.”



WAC and 
Wildacres

Ron Lunsford Reflects

What drew me to these retreats? It wasn’t 
the programs, per se. I must confess that I 
often came to retreats without noticing who 
the guest speaker(s) were. Sometimes I was 
thrilled to find who they were after I got 
there—people like Peter Elbow, Nancy 
Martin, and Patti Stock. But the Wildacres 
experience was not defined by the speaker. 
It was the people who attended: teachers of 
writing, of course; but also, accountants; 
mathematicians—one year I roomed with a 
Russian mathematician from UNC Charlotte; 
scientists; philosophers; historians, 
and more. Where else in the academy do 
we have time to sit and talk, at length, with 
people who are about the same business as 
us—teaching—but who have such varied 
teaching fields?



What story will you tell, 
and where will you tell it?


